
Sarah Peitzmeier speitzme@umich.edu

Profile Assistant professor and mixed-methods researcher in public health with a strong
domestic and international research background. Research focus on gender-based
violence, HIV/STI, and LGBTQ health.

Education Johns Hopkins School of Public Health Aug. 2013 – Aug. 2017
Ph.D., Department of Population, Family and Reproductive Health
Dissertation: “Understanding the impact of multiple forms of violence on sexual
and drug-related HIV risk in female sex workers”

Johns Hopkins School of Public Health Aug. 2010 – March 2012
Master of Science in Public Health, Global Disease Epidemiology and Control
Department of International Health

University of Maryland, College Park, MD Sept. 2006 – May 2010
Bachelor of Science, Cell Biology and Molecular Genetics (summa cum laude)
Bachelor of Arts, Piano Performance (summa cum laude)
Minor, French Studies

Academic and
Research
Positions

University of Michigan School of Nursing, Department of Health, Behav-
ior, and Biological Sciences, Ann Arbor, MI
Assistant Professor Sept. 2019 – present
Postdoctoral Fellow Nov. 2017 – present

Johns Hopkins Departments of Epidemiology and Population, Family, and
Reproductive Health, Baltimore, MD
Research Assistant Mar. 2015 – Oct. 2017

Conducted participant observation/ethnographic fieldwork with Baltimore police
Recruited, surveyed, and interviewed Baltimore drug-using sex workers

Fenway Health, Boston, MA
Clinical Data Specialist and Consulting Co-Investigator Dec. 2012 – present

Studied cervical cancer screening among sexual and gender minorities

Johns Hopkins Department of International Health, Baltimore, MD
Research and Field Coordinator July 2011 – Dec. 2012

Designed mixed-methods study of Mongolian sex worker HIV risk and violence
Assessed HIV and human rights issues in Gambian sex workers and MSM
Conducted survey implementation, field staff training, and data management
8 months of international experience in Gambia, Senegal, and Mongolia
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Fedina, L., Peitzmeier, S., Ward, M., Ashwell, L., Tolman, R., Herrenkohl, T.
Associations Between Intimate Partner Violence and Increased Economic Insecurity
During COVID-19. Under review.

Wang, J., Peitzmeier, S., Reisner, S., Deutsch, M., Potter, J., Pardee, D., White
Hughto, J.Factors Associated with Inadequate Pap Tests Among Trans Masculine
Adults. Under review.

Peitzmeier, S., Gardner, I., Weinand, J., Corbet, A., Acevedo, K. Chest binding
in context: Stigma, fear, and lack of information drive negative outcomes. Under
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Peitzmeier, S., Wirtz, A., Humes, E., White Hughto, J., Cooney, E., Reisner, S.,
American Cohort To Study HIV Acquisition Among Transgender Women (LITE).
Validation of a brief scale to measure transgender-specific intimate partner violence
for research and practice. Under review.

White Hughto, J., Restar, A., Klasko-Foster, L.B., Deutsch, M.B., Peitzmeier,
S., Potter, J., Mimiaga, M.J., Reisner, S. High Awareness but Low Uptake of Pre-
Exposure Prophylaxis (PrEP) in a Community Sample of Trans Masculine Adults.
Under review.

Peitzmeier, S., Fedina, L., Ashwell, L., Herrenkohl, T.I., Tolman, R. Increases
in Intimate Partner Violence during COVID-19: Prevalence and Correlates. Under
review.

Suarez, N., Peitzmeier, S., Potter, J., Samandur, A., Reisner, S. High Prevalence of
Adverse Childhood Experiences and Associations with Negative Physical and Mental
Health and Victimization in Transmasculine Adults. Under review.

Todd, K., Stephenson, R. Gamarel, K., Peitzmeier, S. Engaging marginalized
populations in qualitative health research: A methodological framework for online
participant-empowered life history calendars. Under review.

Invited
Presentations

Sexual health at the margins: HIV, HPV, and gender-based violence in
marginalized populations
Yale University, School of Public Health Mar. 2017
University of Maryland, School of Public Health Feb. 2017
Boston University, School of Public Health Feb. 2017
University of Michigan, School of Nursing Jan. 2017

Conference
Posters,
Panels, and
Presentations

Transgender/Nonbinary Experiences of Intimate Partner Violence: Survivor-
Centered Conceptualization and Measurement (Oral Presentation)
WPATH 26th Scientific Symposium, virtual Nov. 2020

Adapting the Sexual Experiences Survey and campus climate surveys for
transgender students (Oral Presentation)
American Public Health Association Annual Meeting, virtual Oct. 2020

Validation of a scale to measure transgender-specific psychological inti-
mate partner violence (Oral Presentation)
Sexual Violence Research Initiative Forum, Cape Town, South Africa Oct. 2019

Transition status and outness as risk factors for intimate partner violence
in transgender populations (Oral Presentation)
USPATH 2019, Washington, DC Sept. 2019

Client, police, intimate partner, and pimp violence are differentially asso-
ciated with HIV risk behaviors in Russian sex workers (Oral Presentation)
AIDS Impact 14th International Conference, London, UK July 2019



Intimate Partner Violence in Transgender Populations: A Systematic Re-
view
WPATH 25th Scientific Symposium, Buenos Aires, Argentina (Oral) Nov. 2018
36th Gay and Lesbian Medical Association Conf., Las Vegas, NV (Oral) Oct. 2018
2018 Michigan Meeting: Ending Gender-based Violence (Poster) May 2018

LGBTQ Survivors of Partner Abuse and Sexual Violence (Panel Presen-
tation)
2018 Michigan Meeting: Ending Gender-based Violence May 2018

Development of a novel tool to assess intimate partner violence against
transgender individuals (Oral Presentation)
Gay and Lesbian Medical Association Conference, Philadelphia, PA Sept. 2017

Polyvictimization among women in sex work: Violence from multiple per-
petrators is common and cumulatively affects HIV risk behavior (Poster)
National Conf. on Health and Domestic Violence, San Francisco, CA Sept. 2017

Perpetration of partner violence among adolescent males in four global
cities: Prevalence and correlates (Poster)
Sexual Violence Research Institute Forum, Stellenbosch, South Africa Sept. 2015

Intimate partner violence perpetration among 15 to 19 year old males:
Findings from a cross-national study (Poster)
National Conference on Health and Domestic Violence, Washington, DC Mar. 2015

If You Have It, Check It: Overcoming Barriers to Cervical Cancer Screen-
ing with Patients on the Female-to-Male Transgender Spectrum (Oral Pre-
sentation)
32nd Gay and Lesbian Medical Association Conference, Baltimore, MD Sept. 2014

Strengths and challenges of using electronic medical records to identify
patients overdue for cervical cancer screening (Poster)
141st APHA Annual Meeting, Boston, MA Nov. 2013

Stigma and Discrimination Experienced by PLHIV in the Gambia (Poster)
XIX International AIDS Conference, Washington, D.C. July 2012

Research
Support
(Current)

UM Injury Prevention Center Exploratory Project (Peitzmeier)
Sept. 2020 – Aug. 2021
Adapting an evidence-based sexual assault prevention intervention for women under-
graduates for online delivery
$50,000
Role: PI

NICHD R21 HD097234-01 (Stephenson/Peitzmeier)
Sept. 2019 – Aug. 2021
Partner Violence in Transgender Populations: Context, Risk, and Health Impact
This study will investigate the unique context of, risks for, and health impact of
intimate partner violence (IPV) in transgender populations, as well as validate the
first IPV scale for use in transgender populations.
$450,000
Role: MPI

Research
Support
(Completed)

UM IRWG Seed Grant: Transgender Health and Empowerment (Peitzmeier)
April 2019 – March 2020
Binding Health Study
Chest binding is a daily practice for many transmasculine individuals that can result



in negative physical health outcomes ranging from back pain to rib fractures, yet
no longitudinal data exist to untangle what binding practices are associated with the
most risk. This pilot study will develop validated tools for assessing binding practices
and binding-related impacts on health, and use these to assess practices and impacts
in a group of 30 individuals over 90 days.
$10,000
Role: PI

UM Population Dynamics and Health Program Seed Grant (Peitzmeier)
UM Institute for Research on Women and Gender Seed Grant (Peitzmeier)
Michigan Institute for Clinical & Health Research Seed Grant (Peitzmeier)
Jan. 2019 – Dec. 2020
Adapting an evidence-based sexual assault prevention intervention for transgender un-
dergraduates
This study collects all formative data necessary to adapt a CDC-recommended sexual
assault prevention intervention for transgender undergraduate students by addressing
key holes in the literature around the contexts in which transgender undergraduates
experience sexual assault.
$24,000
Role: PI

UM Janet Gatherer Boyles Fund Seed Grant (Peitzmeier)
Sept. 2018 – Aug. 2019
Masculinity, Affirmation, and Self-conceptualization Study (MASCS)
This qualitative study investigates conceptualizations of masculinity among trans-
masculine individuals and explores how masculinity influences health behaviors, such
as diet, exercise, alcohol use, tobacco use, health care seeking, and mental / emotional
/ relational health.
$3,000
Role: PI

NIDA F31 DA040558 (Peitzmeier) Mar. 2016 – Oct. 2017
HIV Risk, Substance Use, and Polyvictimization Among High-Risk Women
Dissertation work exploring how different types of violence (from clients, police, in-
timate partners, and pimps) differentially affect sexual and drug-related HIV risk
among female sex workers in Russia, and how polyvictimization with multiple forms
of violence synergistically propagates HIV risk.
$75,896
Role: PI

PCORI CER-1403-12625 (Reisner) Oct. 2014 – Sept. 2016
Preventive sexual health screening among female-to-male (FTM) transgender adult
patients
Two-year study assessing acceptability and effectiveness of alternative sexual-health
screening modalities in transgender men.
$813,000
Role: Co-investigator

NICHD T32 HDO64428 (Campbell) Aug. 2013 – Aug. 2015
Interdisciplinary Training on Preventing and Addressing Violence in Families
Role: Predoctoral trainee

Johns Hopkins Center for Public Health and Human Rights Jan. 2012
Student Research Grant
$5,000 research grant supporting work I proposed and conducted in Mongolia

HHMI Research Fellowship May 2008 – May 2010
Laboratory research at the University of Maryland and University of Glasgow on B-
and T-cell responses in multiple sclerosis patients



Research
Support
(Not Awarded)

R25 MH126703-01 Apr. 2021 – Mar. 2026
Pipeline to Graduate Education and Careers in Behavioral and Social Science Re-
search for URM Undergraduates: Addressing HIV in Sexual and Gender Minority
Communities
Impact Score: 20
Under review
Role: Co-investigator

NICHD R01 MD013822-01 (Stephenson)
Dec. 2019 – Nov. 2024
Project Discover: A prospective cohort of gender, stigma and health
This two-year longitudinal cohort of 500 transgender and 500 cisgender adults aims
to elucidate how trans-specific stressors and stigma are embodied in health outcomes
via examination of stress biomarkers, health behaviors, and healthcare seeking.
Role: Co-investigator
Submission impact score 52, percentile 50

American Cancer Society, Grant # RSG CPHPS - 133323 (Deutsch)
July 2019 – June 2023
Impact of sexual behaviors on presence of cervical high-risk HPV infection
The study aims to quantify the association between specific sexual practices and high
risk HPV infection in order to develop an LGBT-inclusive HPV risk prediction model
for clinical use.
Role: Co-investigator
Submission score “good”

Awards Dr. Michael Koenig Memorial Fund awards, for $6,500 and $10,000 of tuition
support (Apr. 2015 and Apr. 2016)

Student Scholarship to attend the National Science Foundation/National Institute
of Justice Workshop on Intimate Partner Violence Prevention (Mar. 2014)

Georgeda Buchbinder Award, awarded to two students annually for excellence
in the Johns Hopkins International Health department (April 2011)

University Medal, awarded to the top student in the University of Maryland grad-
uating class of more than 5,000 students (May 2010)

Rhodes (2009) and Marshall (2009, 2012) Scholarship Finalist

Philip Merrill Presidential Scholar, awarded to the 25 most successful rising
seniors at the University of Maryland (Mar. 2009)

Barry M. Goldwater Scholarship, national recognition for excellence in scientific
research (Mar. 2009)

Banneker-Key Scholarship, 4-year full scholarship (Apr. 2006)

Service
Activities

RAINN Online Hotline Volunteer Aug. 2008 – present
Provide online crisis-intervention for victims of sexual assault.

Johns Hopkins Sexual Violence Advisory Committee Aug. 2014–Sept. 2017
Advised the provost on improving sexual violence response across the university.
Results included instituting evidence-based bystander intervention training for all
incoming undergraduates and revamping official sexual assault policies.

Needle Exchange Program Volunteer, Baltimore, MD Oct. 2010 – May 2012
Surveyed and distributed harm-reduction packages to injecting drug users.



Polaris Project Summer Fellow, Washington, D.C. June – Aug. 2010
Staffed national hotline for victims of sex and labor trafficking.

SARPP Peer Advocate, College Park, MD Aug. 2009 – May 2010
Supported students at the University of Maryland affected by sexual assault.

TA Experience Gender-Based Violence Research, Practice, and Policy (Johns Hopkins) Spring 2015
Professional Epidemiology Methods I (Johns Hopkins) Spring 2012
BSCI222 Principles of Genetics (University of Maryland) Spring 2009
GEMS100 Introduction to Gemstone (University of Maryland) Fall 2007

Guest Lectures Transmasculine health: Chest binding and cervical cancer screening
Research and Action for Eliminating Health Inequities (Boston Univ.) Apr. 2017
Research and Action for Eliminating Health Inequities (Boston Univ.) Sept. 2016

IPV in LGBT Communities in the US
Gender-Based Violence Research, Practice, and Policy (Johns Hopkins) Feb. 2016
Gender-Based Violence Research, Practice, and Policy (Johns Hopkins) Feb. 2015

Memberships Delta Omega, Phi Beta Kappa

Ad-hoc Reviewer J Adolescent Health, AIDS Care, American J Preventive Medicine, American J Public
Health, BMC Public Health, Bulletin of the World Health Organization, Global Pub-
lic Health, International Journal of STD & AIDS, JAIDS, JAMA Pediatrics, JIAS,
J Homosexuality, Journal of Women’s Health, LGBT Health, PLOS ONE, Sexually
Transmitted Infections, Transgender Health

Languages English (native), French (proficient, DELF B2 Certified)
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