
Normal Labour and Birth Research Conference Preliminary Schedule of Events (June 21, 2018) 

Sunday June 24, 2018 5:30-7:30 pm EST 
Evening Welcome Reception: Light Appetizers and Beverages, Meet and Greet Participants 

University of Michigan School of Nursing, 426 N. Ingalls Ave, Ann Arbor Michigan, 48109 
 

Monday June 25, 2018 
University of Michigan School of Nursing, 426 North Ingalls, Ann Arbor Michigan, 48109 

7:30-8:30am Registration and Coffee in School Atrium Lobby 
Plenary Sessions Room 2250 

8:30am Welcome: Lisa Kane Low University of Michigan Local Program Chair 
8:40am Welcome: Dean Patricia Hurn University of Michigan School of Nursing 
8:45-9:15am OPENING Plenary Speakers:  
Jennie Joseph Let's ignite respectful, evidence-based maternity care everywhere for every woman! 
9:15-10:15am OPENING Plenary Speakers:  
Melissa Cheyney, Oregon State University, and Thomas Peppard from the HBGDki project: Thinking Deep, not just Big:  Building Rich 
Datasets to Identify the Supports and Barriers to Normal Birth, Growth and Development 

 
10:15-10:30am Break to transition to concurrent sessions 

 
Room 1000  
10:30-12pm 

Room A150 
10:30-12pm 

NIB 2250 
10:30-12pm 

Room 1000  
10:30-12pm 

Elise Erickson: 
Physiologic Birth and 
Active Management 
of the Third Stage of 
Labor: A Latent Class 
Analysis of Risk for 
Postpartum 
Hemorrhage 

Saras Vedam:  
Dialogue and Shared 
Decisions: Advancing 
Person Centered 
Health Care 
Interofestiional ogs 
and decisions 

Amy Romano: Home-
based monitoring 
after inadequate GBS 
prophylaxis: 
identifying the 
earliest safe time for 
hospital or birth 
center discharge 

WORKSHOP 
Sheena Byrom: Social 
Media to Promote 
Maternity Care 
Advocacy       

http://liberalarts.oregonstate.edu/users/melissa-cheyney
http://liberalarts.oregonstate.edu/users/melissa-cheyney
http://hbgdki.org/


Karin Cadwell: 
Intrapartum 
administration of 
synthetic oxytocin 
and downstream 
effects on maternal 
and child health 

Tasha MacDonald: 
Home, Hospital or 
Birth Centre: What 
Ontario midwifery 
clients want to know 
about choice of 
birthplace 

Lisa Kane Low: The 
ACNM Reducing 
Primary Cesarean 
Project: Midwifery 
leadership promoting 
physiologic birth care 
practices  
 

 

Mechthild Gross: 
Interinstitutional 
variations in oxytocin 
augmentation during 
labour in university 
hospitals in Germany 

Celine Lemay: 
Midwife's knowledge: 
epistemic authority 
AND epistemic 
humility 
 

Melissa Cheyney: 
Placentophagy among 
women planning 
community births in 
the United States:  
Frequency, rationale, 
and associated 
neonatal outcomes 

 

 
12:00-1:15 pm Room 1240/1250 Lunch and Poster Sessions 

1:15-2:15pm General Session Room 2250 
Plenary Speaker: Holly Kennedy, Yale University: Asking different questions: Acting upon research priorities to improve the quality 
of care for every woman, every child. 
2:15-2:30pm Transition to concurrent sessions 
2:30-4:00pm Concurrent Sessions 
Room A160 
2:30-4:00pm 

Room 2000 
2:30-4:00pm 

Room 2250 
2:30-4:00pm 

Room 1000 
2:30-4:00pm 

Room A150 
2:30-3:30pm 

Christopher Kargel:  
Women’s Experiences 
of Osteopathic 
Manipulative Medicine 
as a Support for Normal 
Physiologic Labor and 
Birth 

Carol Sakala: 
Blueprint for Advancing 
High-Value Maternity 
Care Through Physiologic 
Childbearing 
 

Vivienne Souter: 
Outcomes in Low Risk 
Singleton Term Births 
by Intrapartum Provider 
Type 

Louise Page & Louise 
Nunn: 
Successful strategies for 
managing tokophobia 
 

Workshop 
Irene Korstjens:       
How to address ethical 
values and practice in 
Shared Decision-Making 
in interprofessional  
maternity care 

https://nursing.yale.edu/faculty-research/faculty-directory/holly-powell-kennedy-phd-cnm-facnm-faan


Danielle Castro Janzen: 
Non-pharmacological 
methods for the relief 
of pain in labor and 
birth. 

Ank de Jonge:  
What does value based 
health care mean for 
maternal and newborn 
care? 
 
 

Jeremy Neal: 
Midwifery Presence in 
U.S. Hospitals and Labor 
Care and Birth 
Outcomes Among Low-
Risk, Nulliparous 
Women: A Consortium 
on Safe Labor Study. 

Lee Roosevelt: 
Development of 
measure of tokophobia 
in diverse populations 
in the United States 
 

Megan Danielson: 
Quality Improvement to 
Promote High-Quality 
Maternity Care and 
Physiologic Birth 

Sheena Byrom  
presenting on behalf of 
Lesley Ann Page: 
Why and how 
humanization of birth 
must be implemented 
globally  
 

Denise Smith: 
Comparing cesarean 
rates between U.S. 
hospitals with and 
without midwives: An 
application of the 
Robson ten-group 
classification system 
 

Sabine Logtenberg:  
Fear of childbirth and 
Pharmacological pain 
relief in low risk 
women; secondary 
analysis of the RAVEL 
study. 

    
 
4:00-5:00pm Room 1240/1250 Poster Viewing and Networking Session with reception and light refreshments 
  



Tuesday, June 26, 2018 
Plenary Sessions Room 2250 

8:15-8:20am Kerri Schuiling Local Committee Session Chair Welcome 
8:20-8:30am Virtual Welcome Comments for the Session: Hannah Dahlen International Normal Birth Conference Committee 
8:30-9:30am Neel Shah: Designing Systems to improve care for every mother, everywhere 
9:30-10:15am Raymond De Vries: A sociologist walks onto a maternity care unit: Differing perspectives on maternity care 
10:15-10:30am Break 
10:30-12:00pm Concurrent Sessions 
Room 2000 
10:30-12:00pm 

Room 2250 
10:30-12:00pm 

Room 1000 
10:30-12:00pm 

Room A150 
10:30-11:30am 

Christiane Schwarz: 
Results from the report 
on midwives 
involvement in adverse 
events during childbirth 
 

Elizabeth Howard: 
Normalizing Birth in a 
High Risk Environment: 
Results from the 
Reducing Primary 
Cesarean Initiative 
 

Michelle Collins: 
Good Night Baby! A 
Look at Co-sleeping in 
the Era of the Back to 
Sleep Movement in the 
United States 
 

Workshop:   
Sheena Byrom and 
Evita Fernandez: 'Leave 
a mark, not a scar: 
promoting respectful 
maternity care in India 

Caitlin Wilson: 
Consultant Midwives in 
the United Kingdom: 
Effective, quality 
leadership in today's 
NHS but are we doing 
enough to move the 
role forward? 

Trudy Klomp:  
Low body mass index 
and neonatal outcomes 
in low risk women in 
the Netherlands 
  
 

Anna Blair: 
Antenatal and Perinatal 
Efforts Designed to 
Enhance Breastfeeding 
Outcomes: An 
Integrative Review of 
Self-Efficacy, Self-
Confidence and 
Resilience 

 

Kim Watts: An 
Evaluation of a 
Specialist Support 
Intervention to Tackle 
the Domestic Violence 
and Abuse: Applicability 
to a Midwifery Setting 

Stacey Lobst: Influence 
of Cervical Dilation at 
Admission on 
Intrapartum 
Interventions and 
Cesarean Delivery in 
Low-Risk Births 

Kajsa Brimdyr: Utilizing 
an algorithm to improve 
skin-to-skin care in the 
first hour after birth 
 

 



12:00-1:00pm Picnic Lunch on the Lawn (Under the Tent) 
General Session Room 2250 

1:00-1:45pm Plenary Speaker: Saras Vedam: “They threatened and bullied me” Measuring mistreatment in North America 
1:45-2:00pm transition to concurrent sessions 
2:00-3:30pm Concurrent Sessions 

Room 2250 
2:00-3:30pm 

Room A150 
2:00-3:30pm 

Room 1000 
2:00-3:30pm 

Room 2000 
2:00-3:30pm 

Corine Verhoeven  
The influence of 
continuous support of 
women in labour by 
primary care midwives 
on referral rates during 
labour in The 
Netherlands 
 

Raymonde Gagnon: 
Women’s experience of 
pregnancy and 
childbirth: 
transcendent, confusing 
or confrontational? 

Evita Fernandez:  
Does antenatal 
education increase the 
likelihood of normal 
births? 

Symposium: 
Julia Seng:  
Overview of 
posttraumatic stress 
and the childbearing 
year, and attendant 
neurohormonal 
profiles.  

Georgina Sosa: 
Midwifery one-to-one 
support in labour: More 
than a ratio 

Danielle Castro Janzen: 
Obstetric Nursing 
Residency: an answer 
for the excessive 
intervention in Birth 

Christine Morton: 
Childbirth Education to 
reduce nulliparous, 
term, singleton vertex 
cesarean birth  

Elsa Montgomery: 
Online education and 
support for survivors of 
childhood sexual abuse 
and their healthcare 
providers during 
pregnancy, labor, birth 
and beyond.  
 

Tamar Kabakian-
Khasholian: 
Implementation of a 
labor companionship 
model for integration at 
public hospitals in three 
Arab middle-income 
countries 

Suzanne Thompson: 
Designing a midwifery 
educational 
intervention to support 
the development of 
physiological childbirth 
competences among 
student midwives  

Kathrin Stoll: 
A survey of consumer 
preferences for 
midwifery care, place of 
birth and normal birth, 
prior to pregnancy in 
eight high-income 
countries. 

Mickey Sperlich: 
Trauma-informed care 
for maternity care 
providers: Breaking 
cycles of abuse and 
vulnerability. 
 
 

3:30-3:40pm Transition to Concurrent Sessions 



3:40-5:10pm Concurrent Sessions 
Room A150 

3:40-5:10pm 
Room 2000 
3:40-5:10pm 

Room 1000 
3:40-5:10pm 

Room 2250 
3:40-5:10pm 

Amanda Hutcherson: 
An exploration pre and 
post developmental 
intervention, of 
aspiration, confidence 
and capability to access 
a BSc midwifery 
programme in women 
who have not had 
higher education 
immediately after 
compulsory schooling.   

Melissa Cheyney: 
No differences in 
outcomes:  Home and 
birth center births in 
the United States 
compared 
 

Susan Rutledge 
Stapleton:  
Freestanding Birth 
Centers Serving 
Vulnerable Populations 

Jeremy L. Neal: Applying 
a physiologic partograph 
to Consortium on Safe 
Labor data to identify 
opportunities for safely 
decreasing cesareans 
among nulliparous 
women. 

Caitlin Wilson: 
Continuity of care: an 
exploration of 3rd year 
student midwives' 
experiences and views 
of their readiness to 
work in a continuity of 
care model at the point 
of registration 

Nancy A. Niemczyk: 
Factors Associated with 
Prolonged Second Stage 
Labor in Physiologic 
Childbirth 

Marlies Rijnders:  
The road to an 
integrated 
CenteringPregnancy. An 
effect evaluation 

Marit L. Bovbjerg: 
Neither low (<7) nor very 
low (<4) 5-minute Apgar 
score accurately or 
consistently predicts 
neonatal morbidity or 
mortality 

Marianne 
Nieuwenhuijze:  
“You are my 
inspiration”: Student-
midwives thoughts on 
the meaning of role-
models for becoming a 
midwife a qualitative 
study. 

Nathalie Leister: 
Characterization of 
women attended at the 
Welcome Group of Casa 
Angela freestanding 
birth centre in Sao 
Paulo, Brazil  
 

Gertrud M. Ayerle: 
Innovative birth 
environment in the 
hospital setting: the 
multicentre trial "Be-
Up" in Germany 

Nicole Carlson: 
Comparing labor 
interventions & 
outcomes in low-risk, 
multiparous women 
between U.S. hospitals 
with & without 
midwives: Consortium of 
Safe Labor Investigation 

 



6:30-9:00pm Pre-purchased Ticketed Dinner Event: Huron Ballroom, Graduate Hotel 615 Huron Street, Ann Arbor Michigan 10 
minute walk from School of Nursing.  (sold out) 
5:30-11:00pm Free Event: “Top of the Park” Ann Arbor Summer Festival: Food trucks, entertainment, movie on Washington and 
State Street. 

Wednesday, June 27, 2018 
Plenary Sessions Room 2250 

8:00-8:10 Session Chair: Raymond De Vries Local Committee  
8:10-9:00 Franka Cadee The global contributions of midwifery 
9:00-9:45 The WHO Guidelines for Intrapartum Care: Evidence and Practice Implications 
9:45-10:15 Break 
10:15-11:45am Concurrent Sessions 
Room 1000 
10:15-11:45am 

Room 2000 
10:15-11:45am 

Room A150 
10:15-11:45am 

Room 2250 
10:15-11:45am 

Symposium: Symposium on 
the IUGR risk selection (IRIS) 
study Ank de Jonge:  
Myrte Westerneng: 
Pregnant women’s 
experiences with a third 
trimester routine ultrasound 

Cinthia Torres & Nicholas 
Rubashkin: "Women’s 
Autonomy Meets the Art of 
Midwifery: a qualitative 
inquiry into the persistence of 
uterine fundal pressure in the 
second stage of labor in Spain 

Michelle Collins: Nitrous 
Oxide: Best Kept Secret in 
Europe that the United 
States is Now Discovering 
 

Jennifer Vanderlaan: 
Using an obstetric 
comorbidity index to select 
a sample of women with 
high obstetric risk 
 

Viki Verfaille: Evaluating the 
effectiveness of routine fetal 
biometry during the third 
trimester of pregnancy in 
reducing severe perinatal 
outcomes  

Jennifer Stevens:  
Descriptive analysis of 
midwifery led birth centers 
(MLBC) 
 in low and middle income 
countries (LMIC)- a pilot study 

Danielle Castro Janzen: 
Project of Improvement 
and Innovation for the 
Care and Teaching of 
Obstetrics and 
Neonatology (APICE-ON) 

Marit L. Bovbjerg:  
Waterbirths are not 
associated with harm:  a 
propensity score analysis 
 
 

Jens Henrichs: Cost-
effectiveness of routine 
third trimester ultrasound 
screening for intrauterine 
growth restriction: a 
nationwide randomized trial 
in The Netherlands  

Evita Fernandez:  
Midwifery model of public 
private partnership in India: a 
pioneering enterprise 

Ruth Zielinski: Birth in the 
Water: A retrospective 
comparison of outcomes 
of two tertiary care 
hospital settings in the 
United States.   
 

Holly Horan:  
Territorial Biologies and the 
Premature Body: Maternal 
Stress and Gestational Age 
at Delivery in Cayey, Puerto 
Rico 



11:45-12:45pm Lunch in Rooms 1240/1250 
12:45-1:15 pm Robbie Davis-Floyd “Launching the International Childbirth Initiative (ICI): 12 Steps to MotherBaby-Family Maternity 
Care: A Joint FIGO-IMBCO Project” 
1:15-2:00pm Gene Declercq: What do the numbers tell us? The good, the bad, the complicated, and the challenging. 
2:15-3:30pm Closing Panel Presentation  
Putting “too much too soon and too little too late” into Context 
Panel Moderator: Gene Declercq 
Panelists: 
Christine Morton: Managing the space between critical safety check lists and individualized care to support healthy physiological 
childbirth. 
Saras Vedam: Shared decision making: is everyone’s voice being heard 
Evita Fernandez: Making change country-wide by promoting healthy physiological childbirth care 
Leseliey Welch: Where is health equity in the approaches used to address prevention of material mortality and promotion of healthy 
birth. 
3:30-4:00 Closing: Next Annual Conference and 2020 Conference: Evita Fernandez   


